Introduction to Determinants

MATH 204: Linear Algebra
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After reading Section 3.1, work through the following ideas.

1. Suppose A = . What is as3? What is 4157
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2. State the definition of the determinant of an n x n matrix.

3. Find the determinant of the matrix in Exercise 1 on page 169 using the definition above. (Don’t worry
about the directions that ask you to also do it in a second way.)



4. Find the determinant of the matrix in Exercise 3 on page 169 using the definition above. (Don’t worry
about the directions that ask you to also do it in a second way.)

5. Write down any questions you have on the reading.



