MATH 131 INFINITE SERIES, PART VII: ABSOLUTE AND CONDITIONAL CONVERGENCE

Absolute and Conditional Convergence

Sometimes series have both positive and negative terms but they are not perfectly
alternating like those in the previous section. For example
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is not alternating but does have both positive and negative terms.

So how do we deal with such series? The answer is to take the absolute value
of the terms. This turns the sequence into a non-negative series and now we can
apply many of our previous convergence tests. For example if we take the absolute
value of the terms in the series above, we get
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But Z:l -3 converges by the p-series test (p = 2 > 1), so 21 7| converges
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by comparison. But what about the original series ) | —>? The next theorem
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provides the answer: The series does converge.
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THEOREM 14.11 (The Absolute Convergence Test). If Z |an| converges so does Z ay.
n=1 n=1
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Proof. Given Z |an| converges. Define a new series Z by, where
n=1 n=1

anp +a, = 2a,, ifa, >0
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S0 0 < by = ay + |an| < |an| + |an| = 2|a,|. But Z 2|a,| converges, hence by direct
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converges since it is the difference of two convergent series. O
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Important Note. The converse is not true. If Z a, converges, Z |a,| may or may
n=1 n=1
[ee) _ )n
not converge. For example, the alternating harmonic series Z -—— converges,
- e
but if we take the absolute value of the terms, the harmonic series Z — diverges.
n=1

This leads to the following definition.
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DEFINITION 14.5. Y ay is absolutely convergent if ) _ |a,| converges.

n=1 n=1
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Z ay is conditionally convergent if Z a, converges but Z |an| diverges.
n=1 n=1 n=1
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EXAMPLE 14.42. Determine whether ) (3 )2
n=1 n

converges absolutely, conditionally, or

not at all.
(=" o . .
= ——= is a p-series
with p = % < 1. So the series of absolute values diverges. The original series is not
absolutely convergent.
Since the series is alternating and not absolutely convergent, we check for condi-
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SOLUTION. First we check absolute convergence. Z
n=1

tional convergence using the alternating series test with 2, = # Check the two
conditions.
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2. Further a,,.1 < a, because (e < -
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Since the two conditions of the alternating series test are satisfied, Z ( \3/% is
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conditionally convergent by the alternating series test.
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EXAMPLE 14.43. Determine whether 2

n=1
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converges absolutely, conditionally, or
not at all.

SOLUTION. Notice that this series is not positive nor is it alternating since the first
few terms are approximately
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First we check absolute convergence. }

) looks a lot like the p-series ) %
n=1

with p = 2 > 1. We can use the direct comparison test. Since 0 < |cosn| <1,
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for all n. Since the p-series i ! converges, so does i ‘COS” ‘ by the direct compar
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ison test (Theorem 14.6). So the series of absolute values converges. The original series
is absolutely convergent. We need not check further.
EXAMPLE Determine wheth i ()" bsolutel ditionall
14.44. Determine whether ) ——=— converges absolutely, conditionally,
n=2 n? —1

or not at all.
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SOLUTION. First we check absolute convergence. — | = _—
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Notice that \/ﬁ ~ % So let’s use the limit comparison test. The terms of the series
are positive and
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Since the harmonic series i 1 diverges (p-series with p = 1), then i ﬂ
n=2" & : p= n=2 n?—1

diverges by the limit comparison test. So the series does not converge absolutely.

Since the series is alternating and not absolutely convergent, we check for condi-

tional convergence using the alternating series test with 2, = 1 Check the two
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conditions.



MATH 131 INFINITE SERIES, PART VII: ABSOLUTE AND CONDITIONAL CONVERGENCE 32

1. lim a; = lim —— = 0.
n—oo n—oo —_
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2. Further a,,,1 < a;, is decreasing because < . (You could
e = & Va+1)2-1  Ver—1
also show the derivative is negative.) Since the two conditions of the alternating
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series test are satisfied, ) | =0T
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is conditionally convergent by the alternating

series test.
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EXAMPLE 14.45. Determine whether Z converges absolutely, condi-
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tionally, or not at all.
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SOLUTION. First we check absolute convergence. —| = —
8 n; 6n° —2n n; 6n° —2n
Notice that 62'; +27n R~ % So let’s use the limit comparison test. The terms of the series
are positive and
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Since Z — converges (p-series with p = 5 > 1), then Z ()9(74—) converges
n=1" n=1 6n” —2n
by the limit comparison test. So the series converges absolutely.
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EXAMPLE 14.46. Determine whether Z oy converges absolutely, conditionally, or
n=2
not at all.
(-1)" = 1
= T We use the
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direct comparison test with .7—. Notice that 0 < nln - < ln - because n > 1. Next
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22 Py diverges (as we saw in earlier examples).® Consequently Z ‘—’ diverges 1 To check that Z di-
n= 2
by the direct comparison test. So the series does not converge absolutely. verges, use the Zntegral test and
Since the series is alternating and not absolutely convergent, we check for condi- u-substitution with u = Inx.
tional convergence using the alternating series test with 4, = ﬁ Check the two L Yinx dx = hm In|lnx| | , =
conditions. Jim In | Inb| - ln(ln 2) = +o0.
—»00
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2. Further a, is decreasing since f(x) = ﬁ = (Inx)~! then f'(x) = (lnx> < 0 for
x> 2.
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Since the two conditions of the alternating series test are satisfied, Z I is

conditionally convergent by the alternating series test.
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EXAMPLE 14.47. Determine whether Z BT
n=1

converges absolutely, conditionally,

or not at all.
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SOLUTION. First we check absolute convergence. ) 5
n=1

this series diverge? Use the nth term test:

il 2% 1 Ho . 2*¥In2
lim — = lim — = lim =
n—oo 2n x—00 2x X—00

Since limy 00 45 # O the series automatically diverges and cannot converge absolutely
or conditionally.
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Bonus Fact: The Ratio Test Extension

When we test for absolute convergence using the ratio test, we can say more. If
the ratio r is actually greater than 1, the series will diverge. We don’t even need to
check conditional convergence.
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THEOREM 14.12 (The Ratio Test Extension). Assume that Z a, is a series with non-zero terms
n=1
. An1
and let r = lim |——|.
n—oo ﬂn
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1. If r < 1, then the series Z a, converges absolutely.
n=1

2. If r > 1 (including o), then the series Z ay diverges.
n=1

3. If r =1, then the test is inconclusive. The series may converge or diverge.

This is most helpful when the series diverges. It says we can check for absolute
convergence and if we find the absolute value series diverges, then the original
series diverges. We don’t have to check for conditional convergence. Huzzah!
© (_1)nt
EXAMPLE 14.48. Determine whether Z 3 - converges absolutely, conditionally,

n=1
or not at all.

SOLUTION. Here’s a perfect place to use the ratio test extension because there is a
factorial.
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The (original) series diverges by the ratio test extension. That was easy!! The ratio test
extension says we don’t have to check for conditional convergence.
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EXAMPLE 14.49. Determine whether Z oy converges absolutely, condi-

n=1
tionally, or not at all.

SOLUTION. First we check absolute convergence using the ratio test because of the

factorial.
e | GO 2 | 2n| 0?20 Hes 0
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The (original) series diverges by the ratio test extension.

=) (_2 n

. n
EXAMPLE 14.50. Determine whether 2

Tyl converges absolutely, conditionally,

n=1
or not at all.

SOLUTION. Check absolute convergence using the ratio test extension.
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The (original) series converges absolutely by the ratio test extension.
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